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In matters of morals, manners, and art,
the danger of comparisons is not merely
that they may prove invidious, by ranging
qualities in an order of merit which nyght
wound somebody's vanity; the danger *zs
rather that comparisons may distort com-
prehension, because in truth good qualities
are all different in kind, and free lives are
different in spirit. Comparison is the ex-
pedient of those who cannot reach the heart
of the things compared ; and no philosophy
is more external and egotistical than that
which places the essence of a thing in its
relation to something else. In reality, at
the centre of every natural being there is
something individual and incommensurable,
a seed with its native impulses and aspira-
tions, shaping themselves as best they can
in their given environment. Variation is
a consequence of freedom, and the slight
but radical diversity of souls in turn makes
freedom requisite. Instead of instituting in
his mind any comparisons between the
United States and other nations, I would
accordingly urge the reader to forget himself
and, in so far as such a thing may be possible
for him or for me, to transport himself ideally